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Christmas hampers 

There is just one week left to bring any hampers you wish to donate 
to a poor family this Christmas, Please place them in front of the 
altar until we deliver them to Vinnies.  
 
Thank you to those who already have donated. 
 

Who is doing what 
Chris has been leading a retreat in Sydney this week for the Little Sisters of the Poor. 
Erick and Tri attended the Australian Catholic Youth Festival (see below) 
JD has recovered from three days in isolation for a heavy cold. 
Jerome has been well, but Erick took him to hospital last night. 
Mike is going for his licence test today after many lessons from Peter Norman and a 
number also from Joe Senzo. 
 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival - Melbourne 

This event is a national gathering of Catholic young 
people from Year 9 to age 25, established by the 
Australian Bishops. Run over three days, the 
Festival attracted 6,000 young people from across 
Australia and provided them with the opportunity 
to come together in fellowship, to grow in their 

faith, strengthen their relationship with Jesus and be inspired to live out their 
Catholic values in everyday life. The festival had the theme of ‘Created for Love’ and 
included opportunities for engagement with other young people, school and youth 
groups, bishops, musicians and speakers. 
 

The Passionist Retreat Team 
had a ‘stall. Erick had a 
Passionist vocations stall, 
and Luke Bulley led a 
workshop on suffering, so 
there was a strong Passionist 
presence at the Festival. 
Holy Cross hosted eighty-
eight pilgrims from 
Townsville for the week. 

They were remarkably quiet and respectful for such a large group. 
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Looking very happy are 
James Cong (extreme left) 
Luke Bulley, Tri, Doan and 
Erick.  
 
Cong and Doan are both 
living and working in St 
Brigid’s, Marrickville. 
 
The theme for the Festival 
was a very good fit for our 
own charism, and all five 
in the photo are displaying  
paper made hearts. 

 
I asked Luke Bulley if he could send me a brief summary after the Festival. 
 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2025   (Luke Bulley CP) 
After six years, ACYF finally made a comeback, and what a comeback it was! With 
over 6,000 in attendance, it showed the resurgence in faith that is happening 
amongst our young people in this post-COVID, technology-driven world.   
 

There was a shock on the first night, when 
Archbishop Peter Comensoli introduced a 
“friend” who wanted to give us a message, 
and Pope Leo XIV popped onto the big 
screen to give us his blessing. Many 
people commented how moving this was 
to hear a Pope give a heartfelt message in 
English, rather than through a translator!  

Pope Leo’s address to the pilgrims: 
https://www.instagram.com/acyf25/reel/DRrRkYcFShY/ 
 
Our stall (joint Passionist Retreat Team and Vocations) saw nearly 1000 young 
people come through over the 3 days (including a big group of 17 of our youth from 
St Brigid’s, and our sisters from Adelaide with their schools). Each was welcomed 
by Claire O’Donoghue (senior facilitator on the PRT), Fr Erick Niyiragira CP, and 
myself, and each folded a small origami love heart, and wrote a commitment on 
the back about how they’ll spread more unconditional love in our world. Each of 
these was then strung up around the stall, which looked very colourful by the end!  
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There were too many conversations 
to detail here, however the sense of 
depth and seeking that brought 
them to the festival made for 
moving conversations. Our stall 
became a place of repose for many, 
with a rug, pillows and small seats, 
and as such it fast became quite 
popular. There was hardly a single 
moment where it wasn’t full!  
Photo: Fr Erick Niyiragira CP, Fr Luke 
Bulley CP, Claire O’Donoghue) 
 

Lastly, I had the daunting task of running a workshop 
titled “Why Does Suffering Exist?”). I was a bit uncertain 
as to how many would come, so started removing chairs, 
however with 10 minutes still to go before the official 
start time, the room was at capacity (130), and the 
organisers had to close the doors and turned away 
another 300-400!  
 
“Why Does Suffering Exist?” Workshop 
 
The Passionist Charism 

very clearly still has a lot to give our young 
people today, and it was such a blessing for us 
as young Passionists to see our 300-year-old 
message resonate with a new generation. As 
Pope Leo said recently, the youth are not merely 
the future of the church, but the present, and 
this festival certainly showed that. 
 
Passionist Retreat Team Retreat 
Each year the Passionist retreat team holds 
retreat to review and plan. Luke is a co-
leader of the team and Tri is a team member. 
They will both attend the retreat this coming 
weekend, in Brisbane. No doubt the experien 

ce of the Festival will be strong in their 
reflections. This retreat ministry under the 
leadership first of Ray Sanchez CP, then Jo 
McDade and now Tom Warren, has grown 
amazingly and is reaching thousands of school age teenagers each year.  
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Using correct grammar - Tri 
Having graduated from the Passionist English Language Study for Pastoral Ministry 
(ELSPM) under the leadership of Academic Dean, Sr Margaret Bentley, Tri takes 
every opportunity to ask or to try to find the correct terms for various occasions and 
the correct grammar for his homilies. He was greatly encouraged (wink wink) by a 
video he came across, in which a priest assisted a woman offering her final words to 
her deceased husband at his graveside. 
https://www.facebook.com/thelingwist/videos/eulogy-a-priest-insists-on-using-
proper-english-for-funcredit-to-linguistics/587016519642691/ 
 

Vinh’s ordination 
Joachim Pham Quang Vinh was born in Xuân Lộc in 1992, the 
youngest of five children. His only sister is a member of the 
Lovers of the Holy Cross Congregation. He completed a degree in 
information technology before studying with the Passionists and 
lived his year of postulancy at Holy Cross in 2018-2019. We 
extend congratulations to Vinh on his ordination next Saturday 
(December 13th) in Adelaide. 

 
Bollards removed 

We were grateful that Manningham Council agreed to our request to remove the 
ninety bollards installed along our frontage. This will make a big difference to the 
time it takes to mow that area. Thanks also to the negotiating of Peter Norman and 
John Stretch, the Council workers donated the used bollards to Holy Cross. There 
will be some work required removing some concrete from the base of each bollard 
(thanks in advance to Vince Celestino) and we can then make use of them 
protecting the fence in the car park when it is completed.  

https://www.facebook.com/thelingwist/videos/eulogy-a-priest-insists-on-using-proper-english-for-funcredit-to-linguistics/587016519642691/
https://www.facebook.com/thelingwist/videos/eulogy-a-priest-insists-on-using-proper-english-for-funcredit-to-linguistics/587016519642691/
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The Hennessy family gathered for Kevin’s 50th ordination anniversary last Sunday 
 

 
 
Many of the Holy Cross family gathered in Geelong for the anniversary 
 

 
 
 
Pope Leo on creation 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- If people do not see themselves as "caretakers of the garden 

of creation, we end up 
becoming its destroyers," 
Believing in Christ does not 
isolate Christians from the 
world and its concerns, the 

pope said, but rather it motivates them to share with others how faith generates 
hope and action, including the kind of conversion needed to provide greater care for 
the poor and for the earth. Without concrete commitments, he said, "the words of 
faith have no hold on reality, and the words of science remain outside the heart."  
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"If we allow it, Christ's salvific act can transform all 
our relationships: with God, with other people and 
with creation," Pope Leo said in his English-language 
remarks. Christians "must allow the seed of 
Christian hope to bear fruit, convert our hearts and 
influence the ways we respond to the issues that we 
face," including the pressing issue of climate change 
and, particularly, its impact on the world's poorest people.  
 
"As followers of Jesus," he said, "we are called to promote lifestyles and policies 
that focus on the protection of human dignity and of all of creation. Christian hope 
responds to the demands of our time regarding the climate and the environment," 
he told Portuguese speakers. 
 

The audience began with the reading of the 
Gospel of John's account of Mary Magdalene 
weeping near Jesus' tomb, not recognizing the 
risen Lord, but thinking he was the gardener. In 
some ways, Jesus is the gardener, the pope 
said. "The lost paradise is rediscovered by 
Jesus," who, like a seed buried in the ground, 
rises again and bears fruit. Belief in the 
Resurrection and hope for the coming of God's 
kingdom "are the foundations for an ecological 

spirituality and conversion that change history and involve public commitment, 
placing Christians on the same side as so many people -- including many young 
people -- who have heard and felt resonate in their hearts the divine call to care for 

the poor and for the earth." 

Pope Leo encouraged people at the audience to "invoke the Spirit to help us care, 

with the same faith, for our common home and for our hearts.  

Celebrating hope in the season of Advent 
The Scripture readings in Advent are filled with the prophet 
Isaiah's hopeful vision, beautifully expressed in images and 
words that stir our hearts with possibility.  
 
We heard last Sunday: "They shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation 
shall not raise swords against another, nor shall they train for 
war again" (Isaiah 2:4);  
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/2?4
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We hear these words with a feeling of true hope as we do with the birth of Jesus at 
Christmas however, we understand the world in 
new ways from those biblical times, thanks to the 
James Webb telescope , the insights of evolution, 
quantum physics,  collective consciousness and 
social sciences. These insights reveal to us that 
we are interconnected across space and time, 
that life evolves and moves forward and that by living and acting in the spirit of 
Jesus we can shape the emergence of human life.  
 
What each of us chooses to do, affects the future and help to bring about the 
prophetic vision of  Jesus. The "hope" of the future is emerging as we remember 

Jesus' life and choose to live with his values and his spirit 
recognising all peoples as our sisters and brothers. Jesuit 
and evolutionary thinker Pierre Teilhard de Chardin both 
understood the implications of the scientific shifts in 
relation to our faith. He also understood the suffering and 
horror of war, having been a stretcher-bearer in World 
War I. His writing gave voice to a renewed understanding 

of the Incarnation and the Second Coming; of the experience of the vastness and 
intimacy of God; of the hope that is calling us from the future! 
 
Advent affords us the time to remember the birth of the historical Jesus and to 
remember his life as showing us how to live. In that memory is hope, a hope that 
finds its fulfilment in the yet-to-be cosmic event — 
that we are called to contribute to. This Advent and 
Christmas season offers us time to ponder both the 
Incarnation and the second coming through this lens 
of hope as a memory of the future.  We have to let 
this stir our hearts and deepen it through contemplative practice.  

In his Nobel Prize lecture in1986 Elie Wiesel said, “There may be times when we are 
powerless to prevent injustice, but there must never be a time when we fail to 
protest. By saving a single human being, we can save the world. We may be 
powerless to open all the jails and free all the prisoners, but by declaring our 
solidarity with one prisoner, we accuse all jailers.  
 

None of us is in a position to eliminate war, but it is our obligation 
to denounce it and expose its hideousness. Humankind needs 
peace more than ever because our entire planet, is in danger of 
total destruction. A destruction only humans can provoke and  only 
humans can prevent. We must remember that peace is not God’s 
gift to God’s creatures, it is our gift to each other” 
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Wiesel’s family were killed during the holocaust. As a 17 year-old, he was still alive 
when the allied soldiers liberated the Buchenwald camp. His is lifelong campaign 
was to urge the world to remember and learn from the Holocaust and to fight 
indifference and the attitude that “it's no concern of mine”. Wiesel saw the 
struggle against indifference as a struggle for peace. In his words, “The opposite of 
love is not hate, but indifference”. 
 
In accepting the Nobel Peace prize Wiesel said, “one person of 
integrity, can make a difference, a difference of life and death. As 
long as one dissident is in prison, our freedom will not be true. As 
long as one child is hungry, our lives will be filled with anguish 
and shame. What all these victims need above all is to know that 
they are not alone; that we are not forgetting them, that when 
their voices are stifled, we shall lend them ours, that while their 
freedom depends on ours, the quality of our freedom depends on theirs”. 
 
This is hope in action. This is the hope of Advent that I think we should reflect on 
throughout these coming weeks. 
 

 

An Advent prayer 
(John Bell, Iona Community, Scotland)               
  
 
Light looked down and saw darkness,  
“I will go there” said Light. 
Peace looked down and saw war. 
“ I will go there” said Peace.  
Love looked down and saw hatred. 
“ I will go there” said Love 
So He, the Lord of Light, 
the Prince of Peace 
the King of Love 
came down and crept in beside us. 
Amen 
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The Flower that shattered the Stone   
(John Jarvis and Joe Henry/John Denver) 
 

Sue Gessell and I had a conversation three days 
before her husband Brian passed away early on 
Sunday morning. He had suffered dementia for 
many months, but the time of his ending was 
unsure. During our conversation she mentioned a 
song titled ‘The Flower that shattered the Stone’. I 
showed her the cover of a book for which I had 
selected a photo and a title. The photo was this one 
to the left. For me, it summed up the title of the 

book – “Life wants to Live”. A small flower had forced its way through concrete 
(stone) to reach the light. The song Sue had mentioned was written for John Denver 
and Olivia Newton John (see the link below). What a match – the song, the title and 
the photo. Sadly, but gratefully, Brian has shattered the stone.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmtiLS4umic 
 
The Flower that shattered the Stone   
The earth is our mother, it’s turning around 
With her trees in the forest and roots underground 
Our father above us whose sigh is the wind 
Paints us a rainbow without any end. 
 

As the river runs freely the mountain does rise 
Let me touch with my fingers and see with my eyes 
In the hearts of the children a pure love still grows 
Like a bright star in Heaven that lights our way home 
Like the flower that shattered the stone. 

 
A sparrow finds freedom beholding the sun 
In the infinite beauty we're all joined as one 
I reach out before me and look to the sky 
Did I hear someone whisper did something pass by 
 

As the river runs freely the mountain does rise 
Let me touch with my fingers and see with my eyes 
In the hearts of the children a pure love still grows 
Like a bright star in Heaven that lights our way home 
Like the flower that shattered the stone 

 
Like a bright star in Heaven that lights our way home 
Like the flower that shattered the stone 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmtiLS4umic
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Humour 
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A father knocked on his son's door. "Jaime," he says, "wake up!"  Jaime answered "I 
don't want to get up, Papa."  
His father shouted, "Come on, get up, you have to go to school."  
Jaime replied, "I don't want to go to school."  
"Why not?" asked his father.  
"Because the kids tease me; and school is dull and uninteresting."  
His father says, "Well, I’ll give you three reasons why you must go to school. First, 
because it is your duty; second, because you are forty-five years old, and third, 
because you are the headmaster."  
 
Prayers 
We remember those who have died recently especially Brian Gessell, and Mrs 
Retnabai,Mathias (mother of Fr Giltus CP) as well as those whose anniversaries 
occur at this time, especially Marg Hogan, Merna Monaghan, Mary Jane Harkins, 
Isabelle Hughes, Frank Jordan, Rosa Mandile, and Norma Wartson,  We pray that all 
who have died, have found joy in God’s eternal presence.  
 

We pray for members of our Holy Cross family who are coping 
with illness and all who care for them: we especially remember 
Noel Smyth, Lucia Isgro, Pam Storey, Fr Jeff Foale CP, Gerry Bond, 
Anne Woon, Max McMahon, Fergus Ryan Lesley Yang,  Joe & Nina 
Conti, Maria Di Giantomasso, , Caroline Hagedorn, Greg Agosta, 
Denise Egan, Dr Peter Heffernan, Cate Sweeney, Lisa Iverach,  

Bob Hallam, Billy Uasike, Monic Sleeman, Anthona Henderson, Fr Brendan Lane, 
Joanne Moorcroft,  Nancy Reynolds, Elizabeth Walsh, Kate Lenic, Marilyn Cilmi, 
Maureen Barns, Anne Burke, Peter & Bernadette Owen, Graham Burke, Phil Drew, 
Rex & Jan Cambry, Jeanelle Bergin, Luke Norden, Caroline Meade, Alexander Lim, 
Carol Battistella, Zoe & Sophia Chung, Rod Gorfine, Pam Gartland, Peter Barry,  
Doris Castro, Julia Cantone, Helen McLean, Patricia Keeghan, Bro Jerome CP, Anne 
Jenkins, Errol Lovett and Fr Mark Robin Hoogland CP (who has a rare cancer). 
 
Mass on line 
Chris will send the link for Sunday Mass, on Saturday afternoon.  
God bless, 
Brian 
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