Holy Cross Retreat '%

Letter 301 14t November, 2025

REMINDERS

Come Away Day

Our next Come Away Day, and the last one for this year, is on this Wednesday
November 19t". Our theme as we anticipate Advent, is ‘One Candle Lights the Way
which is an invitation to be and to carry the light. You are welcome to join us for a
cuppa and the opportunity to greet other participants from 9.30am. The reflection
day will begin at 10am and finish by 2.30pm. BYO lunch and a donation of $30 is
appreciated. Please feel free to invite a friend along to avail of the quiet, relaxing
surroundings at Holy Cross, 207 Serpells Road, Templestowe.

’

E-Mail Sr Brigid on bridget.m64@gmail.com so we have some idea of numbers for
printing

Christmas hampers

Beginning this Sunday, November 16th, if you wish to bring either a complete
hamper, or goods (food, toys etc) that would assist a poor family enjoy Christmas,
we will ensure they are delivered to families in need. Thank you.

Broken Rosary Beads
" If you have broken rosary beads in bedroom drawers, Len Watson
dP.ﬂ"’ would like to collect them and pass them on to a quadriplegic
v& & priest who enjoys creating new sets from the broken and old.
Please bring them to Mass and put them in the box in the foyer, or drop them into
the 207 box outside the front door at Holy Cross. Thank you.

Sunday luncheon
The San Gabriele Association will be holding their last Sunday luncheon for this year
this Sunday16™ November at 12pm in the Holy Cross Centre Dining Room.

Come and enjoy a great afternoon of food, fun and entertainment for only $40per
person. BYO drinks. Book your table early as bookings go quickly
Please contact Bruno 0419503300 or Joe 0419369372

Coffee Cart
The next Coffee Cart Sunday will be November 23",


mailto:bridget.m64@gmail.com

Monday was the feast of St Leo, so here is something about our ‘new’ Pope.
Who is Pope Leo — a new Pope

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VgnXBx-c8v0

An Urgent Exhortation

Pope Leo’s forceful call to care for the poor

Commonweal editors October 23, 2025

= [I| Pope Leo XIV’s first apostolic exhortation, Dilexi
. [ te, arrived on the feast day of St. Francis of
Asissi—fittingly for a message “to all Christians,
on love for the poor”. People await a pope’s first
official document for signs not only of where he
intends to take his papacy, but also of how closely
he will follow his predecessor. From this
exhortation, it is clear that Leo is bringing his own
sense of urgency to an issue dear to Pope Francis.

In building on a document that Francis was preparing in the last months of his life,
the new pope has signalled that he is committed to continuity. “I share the desire of
my beloved predecessor that all Christians come to appreciate the close connection
between Christ’s love and his summons to care for the poor,” he writes. “I too
consider it essential to insist on this path to

DB Tt holiness.” Those who had hoped for signs of a break
e R el with Francis immediately resumed their griping.
Dilexi te is a compelling and accessible read that
leaves no doubt as to where the focus and energies
of the Church—and society—should be. An early
section calls attention to the long-acknowledged social and structural causes of
poverty while warning of new threats arising from the solipsistic desires of the rich
and the rigged system that entrenches inequality:

on Love for the Poor

The illusion of happiness derived from a comfortable life pushes many people
towards a vision of life centred on the accumulation of wealth and social success at
all costs, even at the expense of others and by taking advantage of unjust social
ideals and political-economic systems that favour the strongest. Thus, in a world
where the poor are increasingly numerous, r"""’ .

we paradoxically see the growth of a - §
wealthy elite, living in a bubble of comfort
and luxury.... [A] culture still persists—
sometimes well-disguised—that discards
others without even realizing it and
tolerates with indifference that millions of
people die of hunger or survive in conditions unfit for human beings.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VgnXBx-c8v0

A long middle section traces the history of the “inseparable bond between our faith
and the poor.” Leo writes that “we have ‘
numerous witnesses from disciples of Christ
spanning almost two millennia,” beginning with
“the nascent Christian community” documented
by St. Paul and handed down in the Bible as
“God’s revealed word.” Citing the fathers of the -
Church, the mendicant orders of the thirteenth century, and many other
communities as examples, Leo reaffirms that Christianity has never separated belief
from social action. He also examines the development of social doctrine since Leo
XIll to show how “the epochal change we are now undergoing makes even more
necessary a constant interaction between the faithful and the Church’s
Magisterium.”

Time and again, Leo condemns the tendency to absolve society of its obligation to
ensure distributive justice. “There is no shortage of theories attempting to justify
the present state of affairs or to explain that economic thinking requires us to wait
for invisible market forces to resolve everything.” Recalling the words of John Paul Il
in Centesimus annus(1991), Leo writes that “a genuine form of alienation is present
when we limit ourselves to theoretical excuses instead of seeking to resolve the
concrete problems of those who suffer.” He warns that “remaining in the realm of
ideas and theories” while failing to back up our deepest Christian convictions
“through frequent and practical acts of charity will cause even our most cherished
hopes and aspirations to weaken and fade away.”

Leo is addressing Christians around the world,
but certain passages might resonate more in the
country of his birth. “The poor, too, remind us
how baseless is the attitude of aggressive
arrogance with which we frequently confront
life’s difficulties.” There are Christian groups and
movements that “show little or no interest in the
common good of society,” but “we must never
forget that religion, especially the Christian religion, cannot be limited to the private
sphere.”

Leo criticizes the invocation of “pseudo-scientific data...to support the claim that a
free market economy will automatically solve the problem of poverty...or that we
should opt for pastoral work with the so-called elite, since, rather than wasting time
on the poor, it would be better to care for the rich, the influential and professionals,
so that with their help real solutions can be found.” For good measure, the
Augustinian pope issues necessary clarifications for those inclined to invoke “the
Doctor of Grace.”



Fidelity to Augustine’s teachings, he writes, “requires not only the study of his
works, but also a readiness to live radically his call to conversion, which necessarily
includes the service of charity.” Will Leo’s message be received? As of this writing,
154,000 New York City schoolchildren are homeless. The richest 10 percent of
Americans account for half of all consumer spending, while many of their fellow
citizens struggle to pay for food and shelter Donald Trump has leveraged the

g B : presidency to boost his personal worth
by $3 billion since returning to office,
and his favour-seeking donors have
contributed $300 million for a garish
White House ballroom.

Millions of taxpayer dollars are being

! S used to arm ICE with military-grade
weaponry, but Trump’s cuts to USAID are expected to kill millions of children
around the globe. Far from mere hand-wringing, as one American critic described
it, Dilexi te is a forceful call to confront such obvious injustices—a strong dose of
moral clarity at a moment of wanton greed and callousness.

Taking Sides by Irwin Keller

All peace begins when two parties are in dialogue with each other.
The following poem, Taking Sides, by Rabbi Irwin Keller, captures the
important role of anyone who provides a safe-space for opposing

| parties to converse, without condemnation. Listening with care and

~ honest enquiry is where a spark for peace may commence in victims
and antagonists alike.

Today | am taking sides. | am taking the side of Peace.
Peace, which | will not abandon,

even when its voice is drowned out by hurt and hatred,
bitterness of loss, cries of right and wrong.

| am taking the side of Peace

whose name has barely been spoken
in this winnerless war.

| will hold Peace in my arms,

and share my body’s breath,

lest Peace be added to the body count.

| will call for de-escalation even when | want nothing more than to get even.
| will do it in the service of Peace.



| will make a clearing

in the overgrown

thicket of cause and effect

so Peace can breathe

for a minute and reach for the sky.

| will do what | must to save the life of Peace.

| will breathe through tears.

| will swallow pride.

| will bite my tongue.

| will offer love without testing for deservingness.

= ) So don’t ask me to wave a flag today
=N unless it is the flag of Peace.
Don’t ask me to sing an anthem
/ unless it is a song of Peace.
ﬁ t Don’t ask me to take sides
) ' L “‘ unless it is the side of Peace.
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Pope Leo XIV speaks to you” Don’t let technology use you”

Speaking in the Vatican on Oct. 30, Pope Leo called Artificial intelligence a great
novelty — “one of the rerum novarum, or ‘new things,” of our time” but he urged
students “do not let technology use you.” The pontiff told the young people it is not
enough to be ‘intelligent’ in virtual reality.

“We must also treat one another humanely, nurturing emotional, spiritual, social
and ecological intelligence. Therefore, | say to you: Learn
to humanize the digital, building it as a space of fraternity
and creativity — not a cage where you lock yourselves in,
not an addiction or an escape. Instead of being tourists on
the web, be prophets in the digital world,” Leo said.

The pope then spoke of the work from one of those he canonized on Sept. 7, Saint
Carlo Acutis. “He was a young man who did not become a slave to the internet, but
rather used it skillfully for good,” Leo said. Carlo died in 2006, is known for his work
on websites and it considered the “patron saint of the Internet.”

Pope Leo said, “Saint Carlo combined his beautiful faith
with his passion for computers, creating a website on
Eucharistic miracles and thus making the internet a tool for
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evangelization. His initiative teaches us that the digital : CEERRcUTIS
world is educational when it does not close us in on

ourselves but opens us to others — when it does not place us at the centre but
orients us toward God and others,” he added.




B He urged students to live life to the fullest, and not to settle. for
\;‘: EDUCA'Hop

| ®PEACE N\ appearances or fads; a life stifled by fleeting pleasures will never
"‘;‘ satisfy us,” Leo said. The pope ended his remarks by speaking of
¥: \& the new Global Compact on Education, which has the theme

“Education for Peace.” “You can see how much our future is threatened by war and
hatred, which divide people.

Can this future be changed? Certainly! How? With an education for peace that is
disarmed and disarming,” he said. “It is not enough, in fact, to silence weapons: We
must disarm hearts, renouncing all violence and vulgarity. In this way, a disarming
and disarmed education creates equality and growth for all, recognizing the equal
dignity of every young person, without ever dividing young people between the
privileged few who have access to expensive ;

schools and the many who do not have access to
education,” Leo told the students. “With great
confidence in you, | invite you to be peacemakers
first and for most, where you live — in your
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families, at school, in sports, and among your

friends — reaching out to those who come from other cultures,” he said.

Deep clean coolroom

This week ‘we’ had to do a deep clean of the coolroom. This is the site where a lot of
food is stored for brief periods of time, but some mould had made its way into the
cooling system, so a full cleanout was required.

The end of a long three years

Friday marks the end of Erick’s Master of Counselling course. It has
been a great achievement to combine this with his other
commitments. We now have three masters in the community: Chris
(who also has a doctorate), JD and soon, Erick. We extend out
congratulations to Erick. He begins a two week holiday today.

Burn off

| Over the past twelve months we have gathered a lot of green waste. As
much as possible has been placed in our green waste bins, but strong
winds bring down large branches with leaves attached. We know we’ve
had our share of strong winds. Mike especially, has collected a lot of

, weeds from the gardens. All of this is stored in the area near our dam.
Over the past week Vince Celestino has professionally managed the safe burning off
of this green waste for which we are most grateful.

Work in progress:
The weather made outside work difficult this week. We can show some photos of
progress being made in the Tavern, next week.



A new garden is being created at the end of the
building. The adjacent photo shows the wall of the
La Velle room, and the new path that leads from
the carpark to the t Gabriel shrine.

Peter Norman is looking after this project and has
asked if anyone has excess plants at home they you
may like to donate for the garden bed, he would be
grateful.

Peter suggests the plants need to be hardy plants
because the garden bed faces northwest.

Retreat master
Chris has conducted a retreat for 20 priests from the Archdiocese this week in
Queenscliff. The retreat finishes today (Friday) afternoon.

Birthdays

Frank Burke (83) and Sue Burke (79) on November 16™. They celebrate their 55%
wedding anniversary on November 27™. Unfortunately Ann is confined to a
wheelchair with high pain levels following recent knee replacement surgery.
Graeme Brennan: November 16" Chris Mithen (93) November 19t

Len Watson: November 20t Maureen Barns: November 21

Humour

A woman ran a red traffic light and crashed into a man's car. Both of their cars were
demolished, but amazingly neither of them was hurt. After they crawled out of their
cars, the woman said; "Wow, just look at our cars! There's nothing left, but
fortunately, we are unhurt. This must be a sign from God that we should meet and
be friends and live together in peace for the rest of our days.” The man replied, "I
agree with you completely. This must be a sign from God!”

The woman continued, "And look at this, here's another miracle. My car was
completely demolished, but my bottle of 75-year-old scotch didn't break. Surely
God meant for us to drink this whiskey and celebrate our good fortune". Then she
handed the bottle to the man. He nodded his head in agreement, opened it, drank
half the bottle, and then handed it back to the woman. The woman took the bottle,
immediately put the cap back on, and handed it back to the man. The man asked,
"Aren't you having any?" She replied, "Nah. | think I'll just wait for the police!"



A traveller was touring the world to write a book about
famous churches. In a church in the United States, he saw a
golden telephone with a sign; “Direct line to Heaven. Cos:
$10,000 per call.” The priest confirmed it’s a direct line to
talk to God, but it is an international, long-distance charge.

The traveller saw the same type of golden telephone and
the same $10,000 sign in various other countries, including Canada, the UK and
throughout Europe with simple changes of currency at the same rate. Finally, he
arrived in Australia and heard about Holy Cross, Templestowe. He saw the very
same type of golden telephone, but the sign underneath reads: “Direct line to
Heaven. Cost: 50 cents per call.” He was stunned and asked which priest looks after
the community finances. When he was told “Fr Chris’, he approaches Chris and said,
“Father Chris, I've travelled all over the world and everywhere the call to Heaven
costs $10,000! Why is it so cheap here in in Melbourne?” Chris smiled and replied,

”You're at Holy Cross now, mate. It’s only a local call!”

Takmg a dog named Shark | was lonely until | glued
chi a coffee cup onto my car.

Apparently there's a third option between
burial and cremation.

How is that kid who
swallowed those
coins doing?

No change
yet.




Felt Phatogapy)
uncomfortable
driving into the
cemetery. The
gps blurted out
you have reached
your final
destination.

Behind every great man
there is a great woman @

- Joe wanted to get his pants hemmed quickly, so he called Taylor Swift.

- | finally watched the famous documentary on clocks - it was about time.

- A tombstone with a typo? Well, that’s a grave mistake.

- My wife and | can’t count calories and we have the figures to prove it.

- | made a chicken salad last night- apparently they prefer grain.

- I've taken steps to overcome my hiking addiction - I’'m not out of the woods yet.
- Women’s roofing Expo this weekend - all the shingle ladies will be there.

- My wife told me to put sauce on the shopping list; now | can’t read anything.

- When the dentist married the manicurist, they fought tooth and nail.

Prayers

We remember those who have died recently and those whose anniversaries occur
at this time, especially James Monaghan (Chris’ father),

Peter Norden (Mary’s husband), Francis Ku (Anthony’s father), Maria Vigilante,
Dorothy Smith, Judy Milton, Robert Isgro and Bev Barry

We pray that they have found joy in God’s eternal presence.



We pray for members of our Holy Cross family who are coping with illness and all
who care for them, especially
i thank mv God Lucia Isgro, Pam Storey, Noel Smyth, Gerry Bond Anne Woon,
every limel Fergus Ryan, Denise Egan, Joe & Nina Conti,Maria Di Giantomasso,

.,,:.,'"(,'.-m_‘ |;;'a)t:rs Lesley Yang, Nello Campomizzi, Greg Agosta, Dr Peter Heffernan,

|alul;:;.:::.l:_\r'::'iluli.,i.,_\. Phil Drew, Bro Doug Walsh fms, Lisa Iverach, Cate Sweeney,
Monic Sleeman, Anthona Henderson, Anne Burke, Nancy

Reynolds, Caroline Meade, Peter & Bernadette Owen, Kate Lenic,
Marilyn Cilmi, Caroline Hagedorn, Rex & Jan Cambry, Jeanelle Bergin, Luke Norden,
Maureen Barns, Fr Brendan Lane, Alexander Lim, Carol Battistella, Graham Burke,
Zoe & Sophia Chung, Pam Gartland, Patricia Keeghan, Doris Castro, Rod Gorfine,
Julia Cantone, Helen McLean, Peter Barry, Bro Jerome CP, Fr Gerald Quinn CP, Anne
Jenkins and Errol Lovett.

Philippians 13 1

Mass on line
Chris will send the link for Sunday Mass, on Saturday afternoon

God bless, Brian
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