
The core principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi  

The core principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi, though not explicitly listed in the text of the Treaty itself, 
are Partnership, Participation, and Protection. These principles guide the relationship between Māori 
and the Crown, emphasizing active cooperation, involvement in decision-making, and safeguarding 
of Māori rights and resources (taonga and tino rangatiratanga). The application of these principles is 
dynamic and determined on a case-by-case basis, considering the distinct meanings of the Māori and 
English texts of the Treaty.  

The "Three Ps": 
• Partnership (Pātuitanga):  

This principle requires the Crown and iwi/Māori to engage in a strong and enduring 
relationship, acting with utmost good faith and collaborating on matters of common 
concern. It calls for sharing power and ensuring the Treaty relationship benefits both 
parties.  

• Participation (Kōwhiringa):  

The Crown must ensure that Māori are given opportunities to participate at all levels of 
decision-making, with services provided in culturally appropriate ways that recognize and 
support te ao Māori(Māori worldviews).  

• Protection (Whakamarumarutia):  
This principle demands the Crown to actively protect Māori interests, rights, taonga 
(treasures), and tino rangatiratanga (self-determination or authority over Māori resources 
and way of life).  

Other Important Principles: 
Beyond the "three Ps," other principles have emerged through case law and Waitangi 
Tribunal reports, including: 

• Equity (Mana taurite): A commitment to achieving equitable outcomes for Māori through 
government functions and services.  

• Redress: The Crown is responsible for providing effective processes for resolving grievances 
and promoting reconciliation.  

• Kāwanatanga (Crown governance): The Crown's right to govern New Zealand while 
respecting Māori authority.  

• Tino Rangatiratanga: The right of iwi to self-governance over their resources and 
communities.  

Key Considerations: 
• Differing Texts:  

The Māori text and the English text of Te Tiriti o Waitangi have different meanings, 
particularly regarding sovereignty and governance. The principles are a way to bridge these 
differences.  

• Case-by-Case Application:  

There is no exhaustive or final list of Treaty principles; they are interpreted and applied on 
a case-by-case basis.  

• Historical and Contemporary Relevance:  
Understanding Te Tiriti involves recognizing its original context while applying its core 
principles to contemporary issues and institutions. 
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