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Thomas Thanh 

It was a shock to us to learn that our brother Thomas died 
suddenly in Vietnam last Sunday. He was just 46. He was 
introduced to the Passionists twenty years ago in June 2005 
and was professed fourteen years and ordained for nine years. 
He and Peter Truc were the senior Vietnamese Passionists. 
Thanh had been working hard to establish and build a new 
residence in Xuân Lộc, Đồng Nai. On Sunday he celebrated 
Mass with some religious sisters and then met with some of 
his family (both of his parents are deceased but he has nine 

siblings including a brother who is a priest). Soon after he arrived he complained of 
a severe headache. He was taken to hospital immediately, but died soon 
afterwards. Thanh was buried in his home parish on Wednesday morning He is the 
first Vietnamese Passionists to leave here for heaven. 
 
Old coats 
Thank you for the generous donation  of coats. Helen Jurevic mentioned that over 
1000 items (including those from Holy Cross) were sent gratis, thanks to Wettenhalls 
Transport for a country farmer’s rally where many people are struggling financially. 
Sunday 

Reading glasses 

Thank you for the generous donation  of glasses. We received over 90 pairs which will 
provide welcome new sight to adults and children in PNG. 

 

Chris 

Chris left for Indonesia on Saturday. He will be away until next 
Tuesday (July 21st) Chris will enjoy the opportunity to share 
reflections on Scripture and the Passionist charism. We have 
had to step up to a very high mark to provide the care nurse 
Monaghan has been providing for Jerome. So far, so good. The 
nurse who came last Saturday hadn’t met Chris but spoke of 
him as Jerome’s son, and because JD referred to Jerome as 

brother, she thought Jerome and JD were brothers! Maybe that would make Tri, 
Jerome’s godson. 
 

 
 
 

https://holycrosscentre.com/community/
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Holy Cross Centre  
Mayrose received this lovely message late last week from a school group who used 
the Centre 

On behalf of our entire team, I would like to extend our 
heartfelt thanks for your generosity in providing the venue 
for our teen’s residential camp held over two nights and 
three days. We are especially grateful that it was 
affordable. Your support made it possible for us to host a 
meaningful and impactful camp experience for the teens 
and we couldn't have done it without your help. The space 
was welcoming, peaceful, and perfectly suited for the 

purpose of reflection, fellowship and growth. Thank you for your kindness and 
partnership. We truly appreciate the way you opened your doors to us and 
supported our parish.  With Sincere gratitude.  (Sajimol Mathew (Principal) 
 
Formation Commission 
Today and tomorrow our Commission will be meeting to consider issues and 

challenges related to Passionist formation at all stages and 
levels. We have candidates in PNG, but our major focus in initial 
formation at this time is our Vietnamese candidates. John 
Kleinsman is a lay moral theologian who has been a member of 
the Commission for twenty years. John has also been working at 
the Nathanial Centre for bio-ethics in Wellington, New Zealand, 
for twenty-five years, and for fifteen years, as Director. That has 

been an amazing contribution to the wider church. There are many valuable articles 
on the Centre’s website: https://nathaniel.org.nz/ 
 
John wrote a beautiful article related to Passionist Family Groups several years ago 
which is printed below. 
 
Other Commission members are Sr Brigid, Holy Cross local Lien Thai, who is 
Vietnamese and a qualified social worker, our Kiwi brother, Pat McIndoe currently 
formator and assistant pastor in Boroko, Port Moresby, Tanzanian Pastor Mumburi, 
is engaged in parish duties in Glen Osmond Adelaide and was a formator back home 
and here at Holy Cross. Paul Vuong and Francis (FX) Tuan are our major formators in 
Vietnam, along with Joseph Kiet who will not be attending, they make up the 
formation team with Vuong serving as Coordinator. 
 
Denis Travers was going to attend the meeting, but he has travelled to Vietnam to 
attend Thomas Thanh’s funeral and to meet with the local community and those 
associated with the new building in Xuân Lộc. Ias Coordinato serve as Cordinator of 
the Formation Commission. 
 
 

https://nathaniel.org.nz/
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God of the Ordinary  (Spirituality of Passionist Family Groups) 
By John Kleinsman 

 "Elijah was told, 'Go out and stand on the mountain before 
Yahweh.'  For at that moment Yahweh was going by.  A 
mighty hurricane split the mountains and shattered the rocks 
. but Yahweh was not in the hurricane.  And after the 
hurricane, an earthquake.  But Yahweh was not in the 
earthquake.  And after the earthquake, fire.  But Yahweh was 
not in the fire.  And after the fire, a tiny whispering sound.  
And when Elijah heard this, he covered his face with his cloak 
and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.  Then 
the voice of Yahweh came to him ." (1Kings 19: 11-13) 

 
The surprise in this story is not that Elijah encounters God, but the way he 
encounters God. The Israelites typically expected God's revelation in the 
spectacular; through the marvellous, even frightening elements of nature such as 
mighty winds, earthquakes, lightning and fire.   

 
So we can understand, therefore, Elijah's disappointment and concern when the 

Lord was neither in the mighty winds, nor the earthquakes, 
nor the fire.  Moreover, we can imagine Elijah's surprise 
when the Lord appears in a tiny whispering sound.  The 
might and power of God almighty in a tiny whisper?  Not at 

all expected.  Too unspectacular.  Too ordinary. How easily he could have missed it! 
 

How might this story apply to us and to Family Groups?  Well, where do you expect 
to find God?  Ask any Catholic, indeed any Christian, about the traditional ways in 
which they expect to encounter God.  It's my guess that they will all say pretty much 
the same things: when we gather for liturgy, in our times of personal and group 
prayer/sharing, or when we study the scriptures.   

 
It's true we do experience God in these places and at these times. These dimensions 
always have been and always will be key to our 
Christian identity. But Elijah's God and our God is not 
bound by religious systems or by traditional 
expectations. Our God is a God of surprises, a God of 
the unexpected and above all, a God of the ordinary. 

 
The focus of Passionist Family Groups is that we do indeed encounter God and 
experience God-moments outside the four walls of our churches and beyond the 
sacred spaces where we spend time in prayer.  The spirituality of Family Groups is 
based around the reality that we encounter God in the ordinary; in the ordinariness 
of our daily lives and in the ordinariness of our social relationships.  
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In other words, our relationships with one another - the social - are recognised as a 
space to meet God - the social is capable of revealing the divine.   

 
Sadly, it seems many people find this hard to believe. We seem more comfortable in 
separating the social and the spiritual!  Perhaps, like Elijah and the Israelites of his 
time, we have very strong expectations about meeting God only in certain ways.   
This difficulty of believing that God can be encountered in the ordinary is something 

Kerry and I experience all the time.  Above all it is found in the 
(very mistaken) understanding that Family Groups, because they 
seem to focus around social activities, are "just social."  We 
believe however it is only people who fail to recognise God can 

be in the ordinary who can possibly have such an understanding.   
 
The notion that God can be encountered in the people around us is a fundamental 
principle of the Family Group Movement.  This logic is also expressed by Jesus in the 
New Testament many times, most notably in the well-known passage from 
Matthew's Gospel: "As long as you do it to the least of your brothers or sisters you 
do it to me." (Mt 25: 40). 

 
Sometimes the need of a person close to us is to receive practical support by way of 
meals or other means.  Sometimes the response called for is simply to get alongside 

and listen.  Sometimes there is a need for us to 
grieve with others.  Sometimes it is a need to 
celebrate important milestones such as 
anniversaries, births or baptisms.  Always there is 
the need to converse with, understand, accept 
and love in real, concrete, and ordinary ways.  
This is what Family Groups are all about.  The 
gatherings in which we share food and drink and 

play games are the vehicle whereby we build relationships of trust so we can get 
close enough to people to recognise their needs.  
 
Let's face it, we all know that as a rule people don't stand up and announce to the 
world their need for support and help.  We prefer to suffer in silence. At best we are 
prepared to 'whisper' to those we feel care about us. We will only pick up God's 
voice in the tiny whisperings of persons when we are able to get close enough to 
them. 

 
Surely, in a time when more and more Catholics seem to be practising their faith 
"outside the four walls of our churches" there is a greater need than ever to 
promote movements and structures which recognise we encounter God in a 
multitude of ways.  
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• How well do you know the people in our parish community? 
• Who are the people in St Brigid’s who are lonely, suffering or needing 

support in some way? The fact you don't know of any does not mean that 
they are not there! 

• How are we in this parish reaching out to those on the "margins" - to those 
who do not attend the weekly Eucharist? 

• Have you thought about getting involved in a Family Group?   
• If you are already involved, are you hearing God in the tiny whisperings? 

 
 

Note: John and his wife Kerry are PFGM Parish Co-ordinators in their parish in 
Wellington, NZ. He is a (lay) moral  theologian and  a member of the 
Passionist Province Formation Commission. 

 
 

Changing worldviews 

Part 3 finished at the point where the creation story in Chapter 1 of Genesis was 
written around three hundred years after the story in Chapter 2.  

 
Part 4 
The creation accounts in Genesis, give us a different order of creation, such as plants 
being created before humans in one tradition and after humans in the other. The 
stories do not attempt to tell facts. They carry a belief and a tradition. 
 

Genesis 1 says that on the sixth day, God made 
humans “in our likeness”. What does this use of 
the plural suggest? Who was God speaking to? In 
Genesis 2, God forms man (before plants) from 
dust, and breathes life into him. In Hebrew 
Adamah means ‘from the ground’. This man lives 
with creation and names all the creatures. Then 
God creates woman from the man’s rib.  

 
The worldview which lies behind the Genesis creation story is the common 
cosmology of the ancient Near East in which 
Earth was a flat disc with infinite water both 
above and below. The dome of the sky was 
thought to be a solid metal bowl holding back 
the water. The stars were embedded in the 
lower surface of the dome. Gates allowed the 
Sun and Moon to go back and forth. Beneath 
the Earth was a fresh-water sea, the source of 
all fresh-water rivers and wells.  
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Today we have a different worldview. Our sun is an ordinary star located in a 
seemingly insignificant place on the Orion arm of the ‘Milky Way’ galaxy, two-thirds 
of the way out.  We are ‘hanging off’ rather than ‘standing on, the planet. Earth is 
orbiting it’s own axis at about 1,700 kilometres per hour. It circles around the sun at 
about 10,000 kilometres per hour and the whole solar system circles around the 
centre of the Milky Way at 800,000 kilometres per hour.  
 
Neptune is 4,498,252,900 kilometres from the sun and this highlights how old 
classroom models of our solar system do not do justice to the incredible distances 
between the planets and the sun, nor to their size. 

A million ‘earths’ could fit inside the 
sun! While this size and the distances 
are huge, we need to appreciate that 
we live within one system in one galaxy 
and that there are more than two billion 
galaxies. Some scientists suggest there 
are at least a trillion galaxies!  
 

These galaxies are moving away from each other at an increasing speed, so how can 
we possibly imagine the size of what we call ‘outer space’! William Anders was one of 

the astronauts on Apollo 8 and in 
December 1968 he took a photograph 
that was referred to as the photo that 
‘changed the world’. It became known as 
‘Earthrise’. It was the first time, we on 
earth saw ourselves as ‘one’ – not 
separate countries, but the entire plant 
as one! It became obvious that our daily 
descriptions of ‘sunrise’ and ‘sunset’ are 

incorrect, because the earth rises, not the sun!  
 
Other photographs taken by Apollo astronauts revealed the beauty of the planet, 
confirmed that Earth is not flat, and that it is 70% water. Saudi Arabian astronaut, 
Sultan bin Salman al-Saud gave a clear example of his changed worldview. He said, 
“The first day we all pointed to our own countries. The third day we were pointing to 
our continents. By the fifth day we were all aware of only one Earth.”   
 

Cosmology is the study of the universe and modern cosmology 
is inviting us into a new worldview and a new spirituality. Our 
images of God, our language and our answers to the four basic 
questions Who am I? Why am I here? How did I get here? 
Where am I going?  are changing.   
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There have been a number of major contributions to this new thinking and countless 
scientists, celebrated or unknown, have contributed. It is worth noting a few of them. 
 
Incredibly, astronomer, Aristarchus of Samos (310 BCE-230BCE) discovered that the 
earth revolves around the sun, 1800 years before Copernicus’ writings. 
 
Charles Darwin’s theory of Evolution was 
first posited in his book ‘Origin of 
Species’ in 1859. Darwin contended that 
all species are related, that we all have a 
common ancestor, that mutations occur, 
that species adapt and that those that 
adapt best, survive. He did not have the 
language of genes. He called them 
‘factors’, but how he described characteristics being passed (factors) on has been 
confirmed by genetic theory.  
 

Einstein’s published his theory of Relativity in 1905 
(Special) and enlarged on it in 1916 (General). His 
famous equation is E=MC2. This brought a new 
understanding that energy and matter are two sides 
of the same coin and that no matter created in the 
Big Bang has been lost, nor any added. Einstein 
declared that time and space are connected, and this 

changed Newton’s mechanistic physics. Einstein initially fudged his figures because 
he refused to believe what his mathematics showed; that if the galaxies were 
receding, they must have had a common starting point. He could not reconcile this 
with the Genesis story.  
 
Edwin Hubble urged him to come and look through 
his powerful telescope, because the ‘red shift’ (light) 
he would see, was proof. It took some time, but 
eventually Einstein looked and later said that his 
fudging and refusal to believe what he knew, was the 
biggest blunder of his life. It is easy for any of us to 
act like Einstein did. 
 
Quantum physics deals with the very small (atomic and sub-atomic world). Electrons 
are not really matter as we know it, they are clouds of energy. Electrons, protons and 
neutrons are popping in and out of existence constantly. Scientists don't know why 
this happens and they don't know where they come from or where they go! 
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A particle is what we perceive as matter of some sort 
- something with mass. A wave is a disturbance in 
some type of substance such as water or air. 
Quantum physics has established that a subatomic 
particle is not a particle until it is observed! Until 
then it is a wave. Everything we perceive as having 
mass is in fact, a wave of information (or 

possibilities) until we observe it in some way.  
 
Until we observe the (not yet) particle, it is a wave. The Double Slit experiment 
demonstrates that we create reality by observing it. 
(http://www.colorado.edu/physics/2000/schroedinger/two-slit2.html) 
 
In 1900 Max Plank developed Quantum theory. This proposed that Energy arrives in 
bundles of potential (quanta) and that particles impact on each other even when not 
physically connected! Entities once connected, never cease influencing on each other. 
Even humans have such an experience!  
 

 Elementary particles have no inner structure 
and they cannot be divided. They have ‘spin’. 
Translocation happens because opposite ‘spin’ 
has been recognised and communicated 
across distances faster than the speed of light. 
This was something Einstein could not prove in 
his day, but it has now been demonstrated. 
The way we observe or measure the nature of 

something, determines what we see.  
 
Comprehending this has been beyond the mind of some of the greatest scientists so 
we should not be daunted. We can glimpse something of this theory, that everything 
(even humans) are bundles of potential. We 
know that sometimes potential is not 
achieved. We say it about people who waste 
their opportunities or who were never ‘given 
a chance’. Susan Boyle stands out as a 
reminder of how many people’s potential is 
never discovered or revealed.  

 
We think and even argue at times that we see reality, but there is 
often far more  going on than we can see. 
A hawk, for example, has eight times our visual capacity, so 
looking down on the same scene that we are looking at, the hawk 
will see so much more than we will.  

http://www.colorado.edu/physics/2000/schroedinger/two-slit2.html
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Dragonflies have thirty-five optical units, so how much more will one of them see in 
the common field, that we think we are fully observing! There is always much more 
going on that we see. 
 
Cosmic Microwave Radiation was 
measured in 1992 by satellite and 
identified in 1964. It had been proposed 
that since radiation does not cease to 
exist, if there had been a ‘Big Bang’, the 
radiation from that explosion should 
still exist.  
Capturing a picture or map of it has 
served scientists in much the same way as discovering an early fossil. The radiation 
created in the first trillionth of a trillionth of a trillionth of a second is still radiating 
and we are receiving it on earth (Like when we get the fizz on out TV sets). 
 

The theory of tectonic plates was only confirmed in 
1968. We now know that the continents were once 
joined, and that Pangea began to break up 220 million 
years ago. The break up took around 150 million years. 
New Zealand split from Australia around 100 million 
years ago .Our part of the world was the most recent to 
break away, around 60 million years ago, five million 
years after the dinosaurs disappeared. Vietnam is 
located on the eastern edge of the Eurasian tectonic 
plate, and therefore the breakup of Pangaea did not 

directly involve the separation of Vietnam from the supercontinent The continents 
now float on plates. They move about 5 centimetres per year. This theory helped 
to explain how identical species have been found on different continents. 

 
The human genome (the base pairs that make up DNA) was mapped in 1993. We 
have 100,000,000,000,000 cells. Each cell has 46 chromosomes and each 
chromosome has a DNA strand. If all this DNA in any one chromosome was 
unravelled, it would stretch to two 2 
metres and the DNA within any one 
person would stretch for 182 billion 
kilometres!  There are some interesting 
realities about our DNA. The wheat 
genome is 5 times more than humans! 
Human DNA is 99.9% the same as any 
other human; 95% the same as a chimp; 
9% the same as a mouse, 44% the same as a fruit fly, and 25% the same as yeast! If 
the gene cell for the beak of a duck is placed in a mouse it develops into teeth! 
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It is no wonder that cosmologist Brian Swimme urges us to reflect on the fact that 
“No matter what being we are talking about on the planet, we are related in 
terms of energy, we are related in terms of genetics, we are all in one way or 
another a form of kin– it is overwhelming!” ‘The’ big discovery of modern science 
is not just that humans are inter-related, but that every species is related!  
 
To be continued 
 
Humour 
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Humour continued 
A determined man asked the lady behind the desk at the bank, “tell me how much 
money my wife drew from this account last week”. 
“I’m sorry sir, but I cannot disclose that kind of information” she said. 
The man responded, “But you are the paying teller” are you not? 
 “Yes’ the woman said, “But I am not the telling payer!” 
 
 “Please keep your head inside the window”, the train guard said to the youth. 
  I can look out the window if I want to”, the youth replied. 
  “Yes, you can” the guard said, “but if you damage any of the ironwork on the 

bridges you will have to pay for that!” 
  
An engineer could not find a job, so he opened a clinic, and put a sign 
outside that said "Get treatment for $50; if not cured, get back $100". 
A doctor thought this was a good opportunity to show up the engineer and 
earn a quick $100. And so he visited the clinic. 
 
Doctor:     I have lost my sense of taste. 
Engineer:  Nurse, please bring the medicine from Box # 22 and place 3 drops In 
                   the patient's mouth. 
Doctor:     spitting out the medicine says "This is not medicine. It’s petrol". 
Engineer: Congrats.. You have your taste back ..That will be $50 
 
The doctor was annoyed and returned after several days to recover his money. 
Doctor :    I have lost my memory and can't remember a thing... 
Engineer: Nurse , bring the medicine from Box # 22 and place 3 drops in 
                   the patient's mouth. 
Doctor:     Wait...that medicine is for the sense of taste  
Engineer:  Congrats. Your memory is back.. ..That will be $50 
 
The doctor but after several days angrily returned for one last try. 
Doctor :     My eyesight has become weak. 
Engineer :  Well I don't have any medicine for that. Take this $100 note 
Doctor :     But this is only a $50 note 
Engineer :  Congratulations, Your eyesight has gotten better. ..That will 
                     be $50” 
 
The Bishop was speaking to some primary school children and he said, “Let me tell you 
a sad fact. In Africa there are millions of kilometres of territory where there are no 
religion lessons. What do you think? Maybe we could save up our money and do 
what?” 
The class replied as one, “Go to Africa!” 
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Q What do you call a well-balanced horse?               A. Stable 
Q What do you call an angry carrot?                           A. Steamed veggie 
Q How do you make an egg roll?                                  A. You push it 
Q What do you call a pie of cats?                                 A. A meow-ntain 
Q Why do cows wear bells?                                           A. Their horns don’t work 
Q What did the triangle say to the circle?                   A. You’re pointless  
Q Where was King David’s temple located?                A. Beside his ear 
Q What is red and bad for your teeth?                         A. A brick 
Q What has more lives than a cat?                                A. A frog. It croaks every day 
 
RIP:  boiling water. You will be mist. 
Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana. 
I ordered a chicken and an egg online. I’ll let you know what arrives first. 
 
Prayers 
We remember those who have died recently and those whose anniversaries occur 
at this time, especially: Maree Metcalfe, Concetta Minichilli, Simon Raffin,  Nola 
Bennetto, Kathleen Coucher and Robert Johnson they have found joy in God’s 
eternal presence.  
 

We pray for members of our Holy Cross family who are 
coping with illness and all who care for them, especially  
Pam Storey, Noel Smyth, Pat De’lore, Nello Campomizzi, 
Denise Egan, Peter Addicoat Gerry Bond, Dr Peter Heffernan 
(Dawn’s son), Nancy Reynolds, Kata Lenic, Treenah Wadham, 
Caroline Hagedorn, Lesley Yang, Rex Cambry, Marilyn Cilmi, 
Jenny Wullings, Jeanelle Bergin, Peter Barry, Stephanie Snow,  

Peter & Bernadette Owen, Fr Brendan Lane, Alexander Lim, Graham Burke,  
Phil Drew Maureen Barns, Luke Norden, Carol Battistella, Zoe & Sophia Chung,  
Pam Gartland, Bronwyn Burke, Doris Castro, Patricia Keeghan, Julia Cantone,  
Rod Gorfine, Greg Agosta, Helen McLean,  Bro Jerome, Caroline Meade,  
Anne Jenkins and Errol Lovett. 
 
Prayers too for Fr Gerald Quinn CP who celebrates his 87th birthday today (July 
18th). Gerald is living in Nazareth House, Camberwell. 
 
Mass on line 
Chris will send the link for Sunday Mass, recorded in Indonesia, on Saturday 
afternoon.  
 
God bless, 
 
Brian 
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